Dear Parents,

     Operation SAFE CHILD was created to raise awareness and insure child safety for the children of New York State. Through the partnerships with the NYSP, Sheriff’s Department and NYPD’s, the New York State Division of Criminal Justice and the Missing and Exploited Children’s Clearinghouse Safe Child Cards can be provided to families. Using equipment that contains the latest digital fingerprint technology and high resolution photography capabilities, a SAFE CHILD CARD for parents and guardians is available as a protective measure that can greatly assist local law enforcement officials to quickly respond to a child’s disappearance.

     I am proud to say that Colonie Little League will provide the FREE service for our children on the following dates:

                                Saturday April 14th, 2007
                                Cooks Park, Colonie, NY
                                From 12-3pm

     The card will contain your child’s name, biographical information (date of birth, gender, height, weight, hair color, eye color, etc.) and a fingerprint image of both index fingers.  The card is made in less than a minute and can easily be carried in your wallet or pocketbook.  In the event a child is missing, this card can immediately be presented to Law Enforcement officials and eliminate the wasted minutes that are often used to gather information rather than search for a missing child.

     This procedure will be introduced to our School children by the staff of DCJS.  It is completely voluntary. If you are interested, we need the Operation Safe Child paper filled out COMPLETELY and LEGIABLY. There are two authorization signatures that must be on the page.  The first is to have the card made and the second is to store your child’s information with the Division of Criminal Justice Service stand-alone server used for AMBER ALERT emergencies. There is no internet access to this information and it is inaccessible with the exception of the Amber Alert System. When an Amber Alert is called, the child’s photo, fingerprints and information are instantly sent to every Law Enforcement agency, toll plaza, airline, and train and bus terminals in the area. The records of your child will be purged on their 18th birthday and are not used for any other reason. Parents are not required to have a child’s record kept, but it does the child a disservice by not doing so, as precious time would be wasted in a location effort trying to gather information about a child and then distributing it.  Even if you chose not to store your child’s information you must sign both times. 
     If you would like a SAFE CHILD CARD, please complete the attached permission form and return it to your child’s teacher. Any additional information you require regarding this program may be found at www.criminaljustice.state.ny.us.
